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their religion and who have acquired an influence over the masses,
but whilst I must analyse the mentality of this Government,
and whilst I must draw your attention to the sins of this Govern-
ment, I would warn you against becoming excited and going in for
violence. I tender my congratulation to our countrymen through-
out India that in spite of provocation of this grave type given to
the country, the country has observed what I venture to call divine
peace. I hope that the peace that reigns supreme in India today is
due not to the fear of the British bayonet, but is due to a con-
sciousness of our growing strength and a consciousness of our own
pledge solemnly given in September and repeated in December.
If in spite of the existing provocation and in spite of still further
provocations that may be in store for us, if we keep to our pro-
mise and retain this peace up to the end, I assure you that this
very Government will still apologize to India for the wrong done
to the Khilafat, for the wrong done to the Punjab and for the
wrong done to the Ali Brothers. Let us understand what this
Government stands for. It has chiefly sustained itself for all these
long years by a system of terrorism as its final refuge. We have
for the last 12 months repeatedly challenged the Government to
do its worst. If we deliberately and consciously run into fire, we
must not blame the fire for scorching us. We have known by pre-
vious experience what this Government is capable of doing under
certain given circumstances. We have lighted the fire of Govern-
ment's ire, let us not now in a cowardly manner run away from it
and, if we stand the rigorous test to which we are subjected today, I
promise that inside of three months you will establish swaraj in India,
and you will call yours a free country. Let non-violence be a wea-
pon not of the weak, but of the strong even as it was with the two
Brothers. When the Government understands that no amount of
provocation will goad us into madness, but that we have proposed
henceforth to remain sane, you will find that there will be no-*
thing that this Government can do to oust us from the position
that we ought to occupy. I ask the Mussulmans as also the Hin-
dus, if they have understood the spirit of the working of the Bro-
thers, if they have understood the spirit of the message, of non-
co-operation and if they are lovers of their religion and their
country, I ask both Mussulmans and Hindus, not to be irritated
but remain calm and firm in their determination to vindicate the
honour of their religion and their country.
There is only one thing and one thing only that has got to be
done by every woman and every man in India and that is to dis-
card all the foreign clothes and all the foreign fineries which h'ave